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Year 11 Parents’ Evening - Thursday 6 January 
 
I can confirm that the Year 11 Parents’ Evening on Thursday 6 January will be a virtual one using 
the School Cloud system.  Decisions on events that are planned to take place later in the term will 
be made in early January.  
 
Year 11 Practice Exams 
 
I would like to congratulate the Year 11 students on their mature conduct throughout the practice 
exam period.  The external invigilator team have been very impressed with their positive attitude 
and exemplary behaviour. 
 
College Closure next Monday 
 
A reminder that next Monday 29 November is a College closure day. 
 

Mr Tanner - Principal 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

STUDENTS AND STAFF WEAR ODD SOCKS TO 
SUPPORT ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 
Well done to all the students and staff 
who participated in our Odd Socks Day 
last Thursday as part of anti-bullying 
week.  
 
It was an opportunity to encourage 
people to express themselves and 
celebrate their individuality and what 
makes us all unique!   
 
There were so many fabulous odd 
socks to choose from!  It was very 
difficult to select the best ones but here 
are a few of our favourites: 
 
 7B Gracie Wilson  
 7G Freya Saunders  
 7E Caden White  
 8J Freya Cull  
 8I Oscar Clay  
 9D Emily Simmons  
 10I Hannah Wood  
 11B Cody Silverstein  
 
Best Teachers’ Odd Socks: Miss 
Hope and Mrs Tidley 
 

Mrs Garcia - MFL Department 
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Thursday 25 November:  Year 13 Virtual Parents’ Evening, 4.30pm until 7.00pm 
 
Monday 29 November:  Additional College Day Closure 
 
Thursday 2 December:  Year 10 Virtual Parents’ Evening, 4.15pm until 7.30pm 
 
Friday 3 December:  Sixth Form Application Deadline 
 
Friday 10 December:  Christmas Jumper Day 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - DON’T MISS OUT! 

Has your child lost their coat, sweatshirt, PE kit 
or other item of College uniform this term?  
 
If so, please ask them to check the lost property 
table which is in Barossa Reception. 
 
Parents are welcome to come to check too!  
 
We have many items of College uniform which is 
either un-named or the name cannot be read.  
Please note that all unclaimed lost property will be 
donated to charity at the end of term.  
 
Please can we take this opportunity to remind you to clearly name all items your child brings into 
College.  
 
Please note the glasses are being stored in Barossa office. 

LOST PROPERTY 

PARENTS’ ANNUAL SURVEY 2021 

To enable us to review the success of the College we would welcome your views.  Please respond 
to our Parents’ Survey by clicking on the link below: 

https://forms.office.com/r/kFUdVkMwWH 

All parents/carers may complete one survey per family or one per child. 

We appreciate that some parents may not have a view on some of the questions in which case 
please leave these blank. 
 
The deadline for surveys to be completed is Friday 26 November.  Thank you.  

https://forms.office.com/r/kFUdVkMwWH
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On Friday 5 November Luke Everett (10B) competed at the 
National Finals for Men’s Artistic Gymnastics in Telford.   
 
We are delighted to hear that Luke earned a brilliant 4th place 
overall, competing against gymnasts from all over Great Britain!!  
He also came second on the pommel horse, high bar and parallel 
bars. 
 
Luke has worked so hard to maintain this high standard over the 
past 18 months, attending training sessions via Zoom when his 
club, Basingstoke Gymnastics, was closed due to COVID. 
 
Collingwood is very proud of you!! 

LUKE EXCELS AT NATIONAL 
GYMNASTICS COMPETITION 
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This month we are hearing about the book that form group 7A have been reading over the 
past few weeks ... 
 
In form time we have been reading ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class’.  What's happened 
in the story so far is a that a boy, who is a refugee, has joined the main character’s class.  
The main character tries really hard to make friends with the refugee, but the refugee speaks a different 
language to the main character, so it is difficult.  My favourite part of the story was when the main character 
gives the refugee lemon sherbets to try and make friends with him.  I predict that they will become friends at 
some point, but I will just have to wait and see.  By Aidan Coe 
 
In form time, we are reading the ‘Boy at the Back of the Class’.  We have only read a few chapters, but here 
is a small summary of what has happened so far.  This book revolves around the life of the narrator and we 
learn about how the whole class are joined by a new boy.  His name is Ahmet and we find out he's a refugee 
child who doesn't speak English.  Ahmet never goes out at breaktime and stays inside in ‘seclusion’.  The 
children in school judge Ahmet and spread rumours about him but despite this, our narrator still goes out of 
his way to make friends with him.  I am enjoying this book very much and I think it is perfect for anyone to 
read.  It also shows how you shouldn't judge people before you've ever met them and even though we 
haven't fully seen what type of person Ahmet is, I am very certain he will blossom in this book and make 
some friends.  I hope he will gain some confidence and maybe we'll see that further on in the story.   
By Bori Kuhn 
 
In form time we have been reading ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class".  So far, we have read up to Chapter 4 
and it is a very interesting book because every time we stop, we are excited to find out more.  This book was 
written by Onjali Rauf and I would recommend this book to all.  In this book there is a refugee from Syria 
called Ahmet who comes across as a very isolated, calm and quiet character. There is also a protagonist who 
is trying to become friends, but Ahmet isn't taking it very well and is backing away when he talks to him.  The 
reason I think this book is excellent is because it's got a range of different characters with different 
personalities.  Moreover, this book is very relatable to our age group. Overall, I would rate this book a 9/10 for 
all those stated reasons.  By Bella Fludger 
 
Thank you to Bori, Bella and Aidan for your excellent book reviews! 
 

Mrs Jones - English Department 

YEAR 7 READING PROJECT - BOOK 
REVIEWS OF ‘THE BOY AT THE BACK 
OF THE CLASS’ BY ONJALI RAUF 
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Left your career in the NHS or Social care?  
 
Get back to what you love and come and rejoin your health 
or social care team – it is easier than you think.  There is 
financial support and guidance available from The Health 
and Care Professions Council’s (HCPC) Return to Practice 
Programme team at Health Education England.   
 

This message goes out to all parents, carers and members of the local community who may once 
have been a healthcare professional such as an Allied Health Professional (including 15 
professions, e.g. Occupational Therapist, Physiotherapist, Podiatrist, Dietician, Paramedic, 
Radiographers), Health Care Scientist or Practising Psychologist.  
 
Returning healthcare professionals have a key role to play in ensuring quality care is provided in 
NHS and social care settings.  For more information please visit our Return to Practice website 

ON BEHALF OF THE NHS ... 

Twenty five Year 7 students recently signed up for the Surrey 
County Council Bikeability Level 2 course held at 
Collingwood.  For three days they spent one and a half hours 
being taught how to ride their bikes correctly on the roads around 
Camberley.  They also received instructions on how to maintain 
and check the safety of their bikes and also how to adjust the 
saddles and pedals. 

 
All twenty five students 
passed with flying 
colours and really 
enjoyed learning new 
skills on how to 
correctly turn right at 
junctions, how to ride 
on the correct side of 
the road and many more life skills.  The instructors were 
impressed with their maturity and their keenness to 
learn.  Well done everyone! 
 

 

Mrs Goggin - Year Manager - Year 7 

YEAR 7 STUDENTS LEARN 
VALUABLE CYCLING SKILLS 

https://www.hee.nhs.uk/our-work/return-practice-allied-health-professionals-healthcare-scientists
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Since December 2019 we wanted to let you know that as a College Community we have raised 
approximately £7000 through your generous donations.  Our charitable events have included 
Christmas Jumper Day, the Year 7 Disco, various Mufti Days, Readathon and PPE donations for 
Frimley Park Hospital.  The money we raise as a community is hugely appreciated by those we 
support and they often let us know.  For example, Save the Children contacted us after our latest 
donation and said: 
 
“To put your donation into context it could pay for over 2,000 high calorie malnutrition food sachets 
to help undernourished children, or could buy 27 ‘school in a bag’ kits containing essential learning 
materials allowing children to keep up their education no matter where they live.  Collingwood 
College’s support will absolutely have a positive impact for children. 
  
The Student Leadership team has recently liaised with the student body and received useful 
feedback in terms of areas the student body would like to support and how.  One area in particular 
was Cancer Research and therefore we will ensure that we prioritise this area, alongside other 
charities through our various events.  
  
Many thanks for your generous contributions – it really does make a difference to the lives of so 
many people.  
 

Mr Chauhan - Senior Assistant Principal 

CHARITIES AND DONATIONS 

Families have told us they would like access to out 
of hours support at the time they are struggling with 
behaviour / difficulties which could be related to 
neurodevelopmental need, such as autism or 
ADHD. 
 
An out-of-hours phone line now provides advice to parents and carers and runs from 5pm until 
11pm, seven days a week, 365 days a year. More details here:  
 
https://www.mindworks-surrey.org/our-services/neurodevelopmental-services/out-hours-
advice-line 

ON BEHALF OF SURREY AND BORDERS 
PARTNERSHIP - OUT OF HOURS SUPPORT 
FOR PARENTS/CARERS 

https://www.mindworks-surrey.org/our-services/neurodevelopmental-services/out-hours-advice-line
https://www.mindworks-surrey.org/our-services/neurodevelopmental-services/out-hours-advice-line
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Last week we celebrated Pudsey.  Students accessed library literature about 
the rights for children in Section 361 - Social Problems and Social 
Welfare.  They also did Pudsey colouring - this national teddy reminds us that 
some of our children are still in need of so much TLC. 
 
The month of remembrance is coming to an end in the library, and we could not 
be prouder of our students.  
 
We do hope that our recommendations will inspire students to borrow books 
and get a better knowledge of the sacrifices that our fallen soldiers have made 
in order for us to enjoy our freedom. 
 
Here are the last two books on the Remembrance theme for this month. 
 
Next week, we will start our Christmas theme. 
 
Book of the Week for Years 7 and 8 

 
The Story of the First World War for Children - This fact-packed information book 
re-counts the unfolding events and the human stories in a way that brings history 
vividly to life.  It was also the first war between modern, industrialised nations and 
mechanised warfare; it saw new and terrifying weapons deployed for the first time, 
including airplanes, tanks, zeppelins, giant warships and poison gas.   
 
‘John Malam, with support from the Imperial War Museum, has produced a fantastic 

picture book which covers the bases in a brisk but elegant fashion.  It contains photographs, documents, 
maps, posters, paintings and pithy fact boxes.’  ‘Clever use of photographs, newspaper cuttings and 
clearly laid out text gives a concise but incisive account of the elements of the war with just enough 
depth to be informative without being overwhelming. ‘Book review on Amazon 
 
Book of the Week for Years 9 and Above 
 
Buffalo Soldier - Charley, a young African-American slave, is supposedly freed and her 
adopted mother killed by a mob, she is left all alone.  In the lawless land where the colour 
of your skin can bring a violent death, Charley disguises herself as a man and joins the 
army where it seems safer.  Trapped in injustice and inequality she is sent to fight the 
‘savage Indians’ and learns what it means to be free in the Apache territory. 
 
‘Immaculately researched and related in a voice that is both authentic and utterly 
convincing, Buffalo Soldier is a gritty and powerful story about racial identity, gender and 
the evils of slavery.  A must-read for older teenagers…’ - Lancashire Evening Post book 
review on Amazon 
 
Overdue Library Books  
 
Please ask your son/daughter if they have any overdue books/DVDs and encourage them to bring them 
back as soon as possible.  Thanks for your support. 
 
If you have any concerns or questions, do not hesitate to send us an email: 
 
library-list@collingwood.surrey.sch.uk 
 

Mrs Teissonniere and Ms Blay - Library Co-Managers 

LIBRARY NEWS ... 

mailto:library-list@collingwood.surrey.sch.uk
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