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INntroduction

The Year 9 curriculum options should be seenin the
context of the entire learning experience for the next 2 or 3
years. Our curriculum offers opportunities for students to
study a wide range of subjects whilst maintaining a strong
focus on the development of core skills in numeracy,

communication and ICT.

During Year 8 students selected their free choice
pathway and made 2 option subject choices. They
are all working towards an external qualification by
the end of Year 9. For Years 10 and 11, students
will have 2 more option choices. Over the next few
weeks students will receive guidance and support
and will have access to assemblies and
information. All students will receive an interview
with a member of staff, to support students and
parents in making informed decisions about the
most suitable options for them, and to achieve
their potential.

Some students already have clear ideas about
what career path they would like to follow but for
those who are unsure, our advice is to choose
subjects which they enjoy. Year 9 Options is part of
the process of finding a longer individual learning
route. There is a range of options for students who
need extra support and they will be advised to
study a reduced curriculum.

In the 21st century few people will stay in one job
for life, so we must equip our students with the
transferable skills to change career many times.
Most importantly, we want to instil in all our young
people a lifelong love of learning.

The English Baccalaureate subjects (commonly
known as EBacc) shows where students have
secured a good GCSE in a range of subjects. These
subjects include:

e GCSE English or English Language
e GCSE Mathematics

e GCSE Science

e GCSE Computer Science

e GCSE French and Spanish

e (GCSE History

e GCSE Geography

These subjects can provide excellent opportunities
for students to progress to university or college.
Some employers may also place greater emphasis
on these qualifications. Students are encouraged to
consider these recommendations and choose a
balanced choice of study that reflects their interests
and keeps their future opportunities open.

This Options booklet has been written for the
student, but we hope that parents and carers will be
able to take time to go through it with them as it can
be a daunting task to complete alone. For further
general guidance, a copy of ‘Which Way Now?" will be
available to all students on Edulink, Noticeboard,
Curriculum Information.

If you have any questions or concerns about the
Options process, please contact Form Tutors who
will ensure that the questions are passed onto the
most appropriate member of our staff.

Mr A Chauhan
Senior Assistant Principal - Curriculum Support




General Information

Why have choices?

It is time to think about what qualifications you
need to prepare yourself to pursue your chosen
career. In order to specialise, you have a degree
of choice in what to study for part of your
curriculum time.

What is compulsory?

You must continue to study Mathematics, English,
Science, PRC, Physical Education and Wellbeing.
Wellbeing includes Personal and Social Education,
Citizenship and Careers Education.

What choices do | have to make?

You have already made 3 choices for Year 9 and
you now need to choose 2 further options for
Year 10.

Am | guaranteed to be able to study all my
choices?

Courses will only run if there is sufficient demand
and some courses may have a limited number of
places. In addition, we must make sure you have
selected a course which is suitable for you. We will
do our best to make sure that you are able to
study your first choices, but we will ask you to
identify reserve subjects as a backup.

We will contact you if we are unable to offer you
your preferred choices. We aim to confirm your
choices in June.

How do | make my choices?

Choosing option subjects is an exciting
opportunity. Making the right choice now will
ensure a rewarding and enjoyable experience.

You will need to talk to lots of people about the
subjects you intend to study:

e Your Form Tutor - who will be able to
consider your all-round abilities

e Your parents — who know you best of all!

e Subject teachers - including teachers of
subjects you may be interested in studying

e Friends and/or relatives who have recently
been in your position

e Our Information Advice and Guidance
Coordinator, Mrs Clelland.

All these people will help you make decisions
about what you want to study, but only you
can make the final choice.

Before you choose......

Think about your own progress since arriving
at Collingwood. Decide how well you have
worked, achieved and improved, because this
will have an impact on what courses you
choose to study.

Consider the following:

e Do | enjoy this subject?

e |f the subject is new, do | know what is involved?

e Do my teachers think this is a sensible choice?

e Do | feel I know enough about the subject?

e Have | considered how this might help me in
the future e.g. entry to the Sixth Form or
University, or going into employment?

Do not choose a subject because:
e “My friend is doing the course”
o ‘| like the teacher”
e ‘| think it will be easy”

The range of subjects on offer at Collingwood is
included in this booklet with a description of the
course and the method of assessment. Please read
the booklet carefully before making any decisions.

Students can access a copy of a ‘Which Way Now'
Careers booklet which is available on Edulink, which
contains additional helpful information.

A useful internet site to visit for impartial,
confidential and practical advice is the National
Careers Service
http://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/Pages/H
ome.aspx



http://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/Pages/Home.aspx
http://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/Pages/Home.aspx

General Information continued

In addition, Unifrog is a free online careers
resource which can be accessed on computers
and compatible mobile and tablet devices
wherever there is a live internet connection. All
students have received emails with login details
and have been using Unifrog materials during the
Careers registration sessions. Parents can
request an access code from the College if they
would like to have their own account to view the
information.

Unifrog is accessed at www.unifrog.org and users
will be able to choose Sign in or Reset Password.
Students use their College email address as their
username. Students can use the careers and
subject tools to research future pathways and to
support options choices.

Wherever you are in the decision-making process,
it is important to consider:

Where am | now?

Where do | want to be?

How am | going to get there?

What types of qualifications are on offer?

What types of qualifications are on offer?
Information on the levels of qualification, as
recognised in the National Qualifications Framework
are outlined in the ‘Which Way Now?' booklet which is
available on Edulink.

These lead to a single GCSE in the subject covering
the grades 1 to 9.

Vocational Qualifications

We offer a high number of vocational qualifications.
You learn by completing projects and assignments
that are based on realistic workplace situations and
activities.

Vocational qualifications are predominantly Level 2
qualifications.




Process and timescales

YEAR 9 OPTIONS PROCESS 2024

29 FEBRUARY

DATE EVENT DETAILS
January Assembly Options process and procedures
Wednesday Information regarding Options | Letter available on Edulink
3 January Evening
Thursday Options Information booklet Booklet available on Edulink
4 January available, the week prior to the
meeting
Thursday YEAR 9 OPTIONS Meeting in Kingston Theatre
11 JANUARY INFORMATION MEETING 7.00pm — 8.30pm
January / Activities Students research various options
February available to them to help them inform
their decisions
Students will be introduced to the range
of resources and software available to
them
Research by students Students should speak to Form Tutors,
Subject Tutors, Careers Dept, and those
who know them well
Personal interviews Interviews arranged for all
Year 9 students
Thursday Parents’ Evening Year 9 Parents’ Evening — opportunity to

speak to subject tutors

FRIDAY Deadline for completed OPTION FORMS MUST BE
8 MARCH Option Forms COMPLETED ONLINE BY
FRIDAY 8 MARCH
June Confirmation of Option choices | Students will receive a letter to confirm

Option choices




Freqguently askec
guestions from students

Why can’t | take more subjects as GCSE courses?

Each subject has a considerable workload in terms of learning and assessment. Students need at least 5 passes
to progress in education but the priority should be to achieve the best possible grades rather than a lot of
subjects.

What subjects should | choose?

Choose the ones that you enjoy, do well in, that interest you or may be useful to you in a future career or
further study, if you have already begun to think that far ahead. Remember that even if you think you know
what you would like to do in the future you may change your mind! By making some subjects compulsory we
ensure that you have a balanced curriculum.

What if | change my mind?

We will always try to reconsider the choices you make if we feel they are not in your best interest or if you
change your mind. However, the timetable is planned well ahead and sometimes it is impossible to make
changes once other courses are full, so it is very important that you make your choices carefully.

What will the future be like? | don't know what | want to do yet.
Not many people of your age know exactly what they want to do beyond 16, so don't worry. You will change,
society will, and technology will advance, so keeping an open mind is a good thing!

Are some courses more valuable than others?

The courses on offer, without question, provide all the necessary skills and training to allow you to choose a
successful career. However, most employers, colleges and universities believe that all students should have
good skills in English and Maths and as such, we think that you should make these a top priority. Some
university courses require students to have particular GCSEs, so, if you are planning to apply for a specific
course, it is a good idea to use the UCAS website to check http://www.ucas.com/

What about spare time activities?

Years 10 and 11 should be a time for learning and a time for experiencing new things. Time management will
be very important in the next few years to make sure you can manage other activities and cope with your
workload.

Does the College offer subjects at A Level which can be studied without a previous qualification in
the subject?

Yes. Many subjects which we offer at A Level do not require you to have a GCSE or equivalent, for example
Economics, Sociology, Media Studies, Physical Education and others. To progress onto A level courses, you will
need at least 5 GCSEs at grades 4-9.

If in doubt check with your teachers or look on the Sixth Form section at www.collingwoodcollege.com - Sixth
Form/Admissions/Prospectus and Subject Information Booklet, and in particular, the Subject Information
Booklet.

Can parents/carers help?
These are the people that know you best and therefore have a key role to play in the decision-making process.
Take time to go through the information booklets and the websites recommended together.


http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.collingwoodcollege.com/

Option
Subjects
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AQAF

Realising potential


https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design
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https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/business-j204-from-2017/

BTEC Tech Award in Child

Development

TVIBE Faculty

Assessment Details

Examination : 40%
NEA : 60%

The BTEC in Child Development , offers students the opportunity to explore
and develop the skills needed for working with children. This course is
suitable for both boys and girls.

There are three mandatory components, two of which are assessed by a
Pearson set Assignments (under exam conditions), the third will be
examined.

The qualification is graded at Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction* and is
equivalent to 1 GCSE grade 1 - 9.

The Tech Award consists of three components :-

Mrs Clelland
Applied Learning /
Careers Co-ordinator

1.Young children develop skills and abilities at different rates, although they usually follow the same pattern of
development. This component will develop your knowledge and understanding of children's growth and
development across five areas of development - physical, intellectual and cognitive, communication and language,

social and emotional.

2.1n this component, you will look at the different stages of play and types of play that children experience between
birth and five years old and how play can be structured by adults to encourage and influence learning. You will
look at play opportunities that adults can provide for children in community settings, in the home and early years
settings. You will learn how specific activities and resources can promote learning across the five areas of

development.

3.This component will develop your knowledge and understanding of the individual needs that can have an impact
on a child's learning and development. You will investigate the role of the adult in making sure that all children are
safe when engaging in play activities. You will investigate how activities can be adapted to ensure all children can

join in with play and promote their learning and development.

Is it for me?

If you are interested in learning how young children develop, how
play supports all areas of development and how to ensure all

children are included, then this is the course for you.

Students can progress in the Sixth Form to Level 3 through the
Health and Social Care course.

Exam
Board

Careers Link:

Nursery nursing, nursing,
teaching, social work, sports
coaching, paramedic

play groups
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/childrens-play-learning-development-2012-nqf.html

AQAH

Realising potential


https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/computer-science-and-it

AQA™
Realising potential



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama
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https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/film-studies-gcse/#tab_overview

GCSE Geography

Humanities Faculty

EBacc subject Mrs Magness
' Head of Geography
Assessment Details

Component 1 (40%): Written Examination: 1 hour 45 minutes
Component 2 (30%): Written Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
Component 3 (30%): Written Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes

Geography is one of the broadest GCSE courses available. The world in which we live is also likely to change more in
the next 50 years than ever before. Weather patterns are changing, population is growing, people are migrating,
natural resources are becoming scarce, economies are growing, and coastlines are retreating.

Geographers will be challenged to:

e think creatively about patterns and change
e think scientifically by collecting, recording and
presenting data for analysis
e think independently through applying knowledge
and understanding
e consider a range of viewpoints, values, and
attitudes on several key geographical issues
analyse a wide range of data, evidence and
; viewpoints. They will develop the ability to solve
L problems and justify their decisions.

Component 1 will assess student knowledge on three Geographical themes:

e Changing Places - Changing Economies (e.g. rural and urban patterns and changes in the UK, urbanisation and
challenges faced by Global Cities, development and aid)

e Changing Environments. (e.g. rivers, coasts, weather and climate change)

e Environmental Challenges. (e.g. ecosystems, demand and supply of water, desertification)

Component 2 is a problem-solving paper based on the 3 themes from Component 1

Component 3 will assess Geographical fieldwork in both rural and urban contexts.

Rural Fieldwork in Year 10 :  Box Hill, Dorking (compulsory trip approx £15 - £20)
Urban Fieldwork in Yaer 11 : Old Dean retail centre (compulsory trip - no cost)
Enrichment Trip : Residential to Iceland or West Coast USA (optional trip approx £1,700)

Is it for me? .
e Are you concerned about the environment and the world's 1 Careers Link:
natural resources? —f}—f}— Low architecture, aerospace
e Areyou interested in how different groups of people interact engineering, travel and
with one another? tourism, journalism,
¢ Do you enjoy visiting and learning about different places? broadcasting, public services,
e Do you like being challenged to make decisions about local, education, geospatial analyst
national and international scale problems? - the list is endless!
If so, then Geography is the subject for you! Geography is part of =

our everyday lives, so come and discover the world around you.

Exam
Board



https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/j0zo4wbh/eduqas-gcse-geography-a-spec-from-2016-e-24-01-20.pdf
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/j0zo4wbh/eduqas-gcse-geography-a-spec-from-2016-e-24-01-20.pdf

GCSE History

Humanities Faculty

EBacc subject Mr Magness
Head of Social Science
Assessment Details Citizenship, History and Law

Paper 1: 50% written paper, 2 hours
Paper 2: 50% written paper, 2 hours

This qualification is in two parts, one focusing on the first half of the twentieth century, the other helps students to
understand the history of Britain. We will then view history from a national to global perspective. The 4 sections are:

Understanding the Modern World - Germany, 1890-1945: democracy and dictatorship. This period of study focuses
on the development of Germany during a turbulent half-century of change - the development and collapse of
democracy following the Depression and the rise and fall of Nazism, including the experience of Germans under the
Nazis.

Conflict and tension, 1894-1918. This wider world depth study enables students to understand the complex and
diverse interests of nations and states. It focuses on the causes, nature and conclusion of the First World War and
shows how and why conflict occurred, and why it proved difficult to bring the war to a conclusion. Students will study
the Schlieffen Plan, the Western Front and other fronts of the War.

Shaping the Nation - Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day. This thematic study will enable

students to gain an understanding of how medicine and public health developed in Britain over a long period of time.
It considers the causes, scale, nature and consequences of short and long-term developments, their impact on British
society and how they were related to the key features and characteristics of the periods during which they took place.

British depth studies including the historic environment - Norman England, c1066-c1100. Students study, in depth,
the arrival of the Normans and how they established their rule, considering the conquest, life under the Normans
including castles and the Domesday book and the Norman church. The historic environment is 10% of the overall
course and students will examine a specific site in depth that will enrich their understanding of Norman England.
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Is it for me?

History GCSE is the next step for those students who have
particularly enjoyed History lessons in Years 7 and 8. Our aim is to
encourage you to think about how the world around you has come
to be as it is. You will learn to use and judge various kinds of
evidence, such as film, internet research, photographs and written
material; to detect bias, explain what we learn from it and
understand how people and societies change over time.

In terms of building on one-year GCSE options, the course follows
on well for those that studied the one year GCSE Citizenship
course. Sounds interesting? Then sign up. It is a rigorous
qualification so a fondness of reading will be necessary.

Exam
Board

Careers Link:

Publisher, work for the
intelligence services, the Civil
Service, banking and finance,

work in the tour guide
industry, become a university

lecturer or a teacher.


https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history
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https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-j817/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-j817/
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https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/information-technologies-level-1-2-j808/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/information-technologies-level-1-2-j808/
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Realising potential



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/gcse/media-studies-8572
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/gcse/media-studies-8572
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music-2016.html



https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-performing-arts/#tab_overview
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-performing-arts/#tab_overview

AQAF

Realising potential


https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/subject-content/photography
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Realising potential


https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582
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https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/psychology-j203-from-2017/

GCSE Sociology

Humanities Faculty

Assessment Details Mrs Charman
Head of Sociology

Examination: Two written papers of 1 hr 45 mins worth 50% each
Controlled assessment: N/A

Have you ever wondered why swearing is taboo? Why domestic violence usually happens to women? Why teenagers
are blamed for everything? Why some people seem to have more opportunities than others?

Sociology is the study of societies. We all live in a society and so, in some respects, we can consider ourselves experts
already. Sociology looks at how people live, behave and work together in groups. It asks questions about the world
that we live in and tries to explain why the world works in the way that it does. Typical questions we ask in our
sociology lessons are:

e How has the structure of the FAMILY changed?

e Why do some groups do better in EDUCATION than others?

e Why do some people commit more CRIME than others?

e Who makes the RULES about which behaviour is ‘bad’ and which is ‘good"?
e What kinds of INEQUALITY exist in society today?

During the course we investigate 4 themes - The family, education, crime and deviance and social stratification. In
addition, we study sociological research methods to understand how sociologists gather the data they need to draw
conclusions about how society works.

Students will sit two examination papers at the end of the two-year course. Each exam paper is 1hr 45min:
e The sociology of families, the sociology of education and research methods.
e The sociology of crime and deviance, the sociology of social stratification and research methods.

Is it for me?

GCSE Sociology aims to broaden your mind, helping you to see your world from different perspectives and in new
and thought-provoking ways. By studying sociology, you will develop transferable skills including how to investigate
facts and make deductions, develop opinions and new ideas on social issues and analyse and better understand the
social world. If you have an open mind and you like arguing your point, then sociology will be an excellent choice for
you. Sociology is exciting, interesting and relevant to students’ lives. There is some extended writing involved, so a
good standard of English helps.

- Careers Link:
—{—{— Media, teaching, journalism,

police, social work, health care,
lawyer, probation officer,
hospital admissions and case
management, insurance,
counselling, urban planning,
consumer research.

Exam
Board



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192

Cambridge National
Certificate in Sport Science

CAPA Faculty

: Mr Beer
Assessment Details Head of Physical Education

Reducing the risk of sport injuries - Exam 40%
Applying principles of training — 40%
Sports Nutrition and sports performance - 20%

This is a two-year course that takes an engaging and inspiring approach to learning and assessment. The new
Cambridge Nationals in Sport Science reflect this and provide students with a broad knowledge and understanding of
different aspects across the field. Units have differentiated tasks, meaning it is easy to pick up initial marks in each
unit. Practical is fitness based and learning how to train properly incorporating the methods and principles of training
with a view to making progress towards your fitness aims and objectives.

Units studied include:

e Reducing the risk of sport injuries
e Applying principles of training
e Sports nutrition and sports performance

Is it for me?

You will be successful on this course if your preferred style of learning is assignment-based work that has
introductory tasks that gradually get harder. It will suit you if you like getting fit and learning how to make a training
programme that suits you and your chosen sport. This 2-year award is targeted for students who enjoy PE and have
an interest in sport but may not have the level of practical ability that is required for the GCSE PE course.

Students will develop a wide range of highly desirable, transferable skills such as communication, problem solving,
presentation, team working, meeting deadlines and performing under pressure.

M Careers Link:
—{—{— Equivalent to a GCSE

An excellent stepping stone
into A Level PE and L3 BTEC
Sport as Post 16
qualifications

Exam DY@ ™

Board



https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-science-level-1-2-j802-j812/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-science-level-1-2-j802-j812/
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Information



GCSE English Language
and Literature (Core Subject)

Communications Faculty

Assessment Details
Mrs Woods

English Language - Examination: 100% Head of English
English Literature - Examination: 100%

The new style GCSE places focus on the understanding of challenging texts from a range of genres, centuries and
cultural perspectives as well as seeking to develop the analytical writing skills of students.

You will further develop your analytical skills in both Language and Literature and will study a broad range of texts
spanning different eras and genres.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

The GCSE consists of two equally weighted exams which cover the study of fiction and non-fiction texts from the 19th,
20th and 21st centuries. Students will both respond to ideas and opinions expressed in texts as well as crafting their
own piece of writing on a given stimulus.

*Spoken Language Endorsement

GCSE English Language will have an endorsed component covering Spoken Language. This endorsement will be
reported as a separate grade (Pass, Merit, Distinction or Not Classified) and will not contribute to the result of the
GCSE English Language qualification.

ENGLISH LITERATURE

The GCSE consists of two exams which cover the study of prose,
poetry and drama from a range of time periods and cultural
perspectives. English Literature GCSE includes the study of
Shakespearean play and other texts which have had an influence
on our English literary and cultural heritage.

Comments from students in Year 11

“| have found the study of English very enjoyable through
Years 10 and 11. | found responding to literary texts and
poetry from other cultures and traditions both challenging
and rewarding”.

“I have completed a wide variety of work including oral

assessments and creative pieces alongside the more 1 Careers Link:
traditional literature essays. | feel that | have become far more Journalist, teacher
confident as the course has progressed”. i—i freelance writer. editor

interpreter, paralegal,

“| feel that my insight into texts has really improved through
my study of Literature and | am now much more aware of the
effects of writers' choice of language”.

lawyer, publisher, librarian,
copywriter

Exam
Board



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse

GCSE Mathematics
(Core Subject)

Maths/Science Faculty

Assessment Details Mrs | Brockett
Head of Mathematics

3 examinations at the end of Year 11 - 100%

Students will continue to develop and build on your mathematical knowledge and skills gained in Key Stage 3, by
following programmes of work centred on five main areas:

e Number

e Ratio, proportion and rates of change
e Algebra

e Geometry and Measure

e Statistics and Probability

The National Curriculum for Mathematics aims to ensure that all students;

e become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and frequent practice with
increasingly complex problems over time, so that students develop conceptual understanding and the ability to
recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately

e reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and generalisations and
developing an argument, justification of proof using mathematical language

e can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine problems with
increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in
seeking solutions

What examinations will | have to do?

All students will sit 3 examinations at the end of Year 11 at either Higher or Foundation level leading to a GCSE
qualification, graded 1 to 9. Two papers will require the use of a calculator; the other is a non-calculator examination.
All papers are equally weighted. There is no controlled assessment for the standard GCSE Mathematics. If you are
entered for the Foundation level, you can achieve any grade up to and including 5. The Higher level covers the
grades from 4 to 9.

‘| Careers Link:
—{—{— Auditor, data analyst,

computer programmer,
medical scientist, financial
analyst, statistician.

Exam
Board P



https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
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Realising potential


https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062
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